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Mes. SARAH GILL. 5 
Extracts From HER Diary.—Continued from page 164. 3 


Breathings after God. 


! thou unbounded, felf-fufficient Being ! thou objec& of 
my happinefs! thou fountain of my blifs! let me implore 
thy favour. This reftlefs foul was formed by th )formed 
capable of happinefs: my afpiring mind aims at it; O, dire& i, 
my fearch! Let my ambition terminate on thee! on thee let 
my whole delight be placed, my wifhes centre! ’Tis not in 
any inferior good to.fatisfy me. Friends are precious—out- 
ward enjoyments pleafant—intellectual attainments far better— 
but to know thee, to love thee, to enjoy thy fmiles, this is my 
life. Iam not, I never can be, fatisfied without thee. With 
thee 1 am full and happy, 1 am rich, I am more than content- 
ed. In thee I poffefs all that my nature is capable of—amidft 
ftorms 1 am calm—in folitude I have a companion—in ficknefs 
1 have eafe. This is my higheft felicity, (I can have nor detire 
greater) that “ thou art mine, and I am thine.’”? And may 2 
worthlefs worm, a clod, a nothing, yea, a finful nothing, dare 
to fpeak it? Let heaven be aftonifhed, and earth amazed !— 
What! dare to lovea God! Low lie, my foul, and humbly 
lifp what God himfelf approves. Thou knoweft my inmotlt de- 
fires, and art acquainted with my moft fecret thoughts ; and, 
O my facred witnefs! may I not appeal to thee, and fay, my 
fupreme delight is in God ! 
Ever the fame is the object of my blifs, ever active is the prin- i 
ciple within gae—therefore ever in purfuit of a fomething to ' 
make amonisthot its earneft defires. And where is that fome- 


thing ? where have I found it? the world affords nothing but 
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toil, vanity and tumult: friendfhip is but a partial, and eafe a 
temporary, pleafure: riches give no fatisfaction to my mind ; 
books and ftudy, my favourite employments, will not pfeafe al- 
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ways. Abftracted from fenfitive things, far from all finite views, 
ft have had happy moments. My mind has been raifed to a 
noble elevation ; I have even not only defpifed all other low 
Objects, but looked on myfelf with contempt. What can thus 
degrade myfelf in my own eyes? what thus exalt a foul fo felf- 
debated? Why, O my foul, art thou fo unable to anfwer? 
*Tis unanfwerable—and yet this more than anfwers: a Gop 
fills all, is all, and all in all. ’Tis a relation to him that 
makes me arly thing; feparate from this, being is nothing, or 
worfe than nothing, a curfe. O, let me be thine! be this my 
whole defire. Infinite fulnefs is ready to communicate full 
happinefs. O, traniporting, heart-enlivening thought! I'll 
dwell on it—I’ll live on it—yes, Pll dwell near this fountain. 
Be gone, ye lying cheats of fenfe. Adieu, ye gaudy trifles. 
My foul fprings forth, and grafps feperior blifs. Perfeé ex- 
cellence is the beauty I pant to fee; I cannot defcend to love a 
leiler ; no, all other love is coldnefs, is perfect indifference, to 
this divine ardour. 





“THE Lord is a God of judgment; bleffed are they that 
‘wait for him.” He knows whenis the fitteft time to beftow 
fuch or fae¢ha particular favour: he knows how to prepare me 
for the ‘reception of it, and he knows when 1 am prepared. 
How often have I impatiently purfued, defired, and prayed for 
a mércy he has feemed to deny! 1 have gone on to feek, till, 
almoit difcouraged, have been ready to think either I was 
wrong in feeking, or it was in vain to feek ; and, juft as I have 
been giving it over as a gone cafe, his mercy has furprifed me ; 
I have been brought out of long diftrefs into great light and 





‘peace. Then I have feen reafon to blefs him for delaying till 


that very time; and the timing of the providence has enhanced 
the value of the mercy. 

?Tis wife to wait for God’s time, feeing he knows and will 
‘order every thing in the very beft time. ’Tis wife as ’tis my 
intereft, and ’tis fo as ’tis my duty. Adored be his goodnefs, 
who has condefcended to join the duty, the intereit and the 
comfort of his people in one. They are bleffed that dutifully 
wait for him—biefled even im waiting—never happier than when 
quietly waiting for his falvation. There is a reft, a peace, 2 
datisfaction, in waiting, that the enjoyment in itfelf cannot 
give : bleiled alfo when they receive that for which they waited. 
Many a Chriftian has bleffed God for delaying his favours, and 
thereby leading through many exercifes of faith, of hope, of 
humble prayer, which never had been added to their experien- 


-‘ees, if he had given immediate, fenfible anfwers ; and thofe 


views they have had of God, and experiences of divine things 
they have met with on thofe occafions, have been fome of the 
. brightelt 
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brighteft evidences of their grace, and mofl eminent experien- 
ces of their lives; and they can witnefs to the bleffednefs of 
waiting for him. And furely [ muit yield my teftimony ta 
this! I have proved it! 





O, GOD of grace! God of love! return to me, or never 
more fhall my ioul have reft. 1 wander in an endlefs circle of 
mifery, and can find nought to folace me, without a God, 
My outward circumftances on all accounts are as agreeable as 
I defire : but, ah! what avails the fhining of the fun to pri- 
foners fhut in a dark dungeon! No more does all I enjoy 
make me happy, until I fee thy beauty, and read thy love in 
the {miles of thy benign countenance on me! O, thou Majelty 
Divine! my foul panteth for thee! my heart crieth for the 
living God! to fee thy power and thy glory as thou art reveal- 
ing it to fome, and as I have feen it in former gladfome days 
gn thy fanctuary! O when fhall I once more iee and feel a 
prefent God! To-morrow is a high feftival to the Lord ! to- 
morrow Jefus has appointed a banquet ! and will he call me 
there—call me, not as Efther called Haman, to procure his 
punifhment, but as ue in the days of his flefh called his dear 
difciples to hold intimate, endearing fellowfhip with them ! 
Tt may be the laft facrament I {hall ever attend—the laft op- 
portunity to fit with Chrift at his table! O may the attendance 
be an emblem of the marriage fupper of the Lamb in his Fa- 
ther’s houfe above! O to mect ture there, my adorable Je- 
fus! there to give myfelf to thee! there to receive thee in all 
thy glorious characters, thy facred and faving offices, and there 
to drink of the fatnefs of thine houfe! My foul defires to feek 
and wait for thee, more than morning watchers, weary of a 
eold and dark night, look for the dawn of day! My foul mu/, 
and if thou affift it /ball, follow hard after thee! QO, I cannot 
be without thee! thy prefence is my life! Be not angry while 
1 afk for life—my happinefs through eternity is embottomed on 
the plea ! 

HOW excellent is thy loving kindnefs, O God! therefore, 
will 1 put my truft in thee. How glorious was my God, my 
King, this morning, in the galleries of \his grace ! What the 
riches of his love! I went early with defire to meet him; lL 
went to fee his beauty, and inquire in his temple. My heart 
was on the fearch for God. And, O, marvellous to relate! he 
meeteth finners! He, the high, the lofty and the holy God, 
meeteth the vileft and the chief of all the guilty race! He 
met me in that moft glorious declaration, J/a:. xli. 17, 18. He 
met me in the cordial truths deduced from them. He opened 
a river on the high place of his ordinances ; and he caufed me 
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to fee a fountain in the valley of perplexing fears. O what 
grace, what fulnefs, refides in the Mediator! What fulnefs has 
he to beftow on our poor, needy, panting fouls! and how free, 
how ready to beftow them! yea, how defirous is he to fhower 
them on us! as defirous is he to confer, as intent upon it, as he 
was to purchafe them, What. remains then for me, but to 
open my mouth wide, to expand my heart, and welcome the 
effufion of divine influences! Away my indifference, away my 
unbelief ; lie down at the breait of that promife above, and 
draw confolation ; be fatisfied with the blifs it enfures, be de- 
lighted with the good it confers: O, my foul, hafte, hafte to 
thy jolace! Here is marrow and fatnefs ; here all defirables. 
I bid a glad adieu to every thing elfe as my good, and take, my 
God for my all, to love him, and to live upon him. I will not 
love hufband, parent, friends, houfes, lands, riches, pleafures, 
nor any thing, in comparifon with my Gop, my auu! 7 





oT Ee 


Sketch of the Chara&er of Mrs. SARAH EDWARDS, Confort of: 
the Rev. Fonataan Epwaxps, Prefident of New-Ferfcy. Callege. 


‘RS. Sagan Epwarps, the amiable confort of Prefident 

_ Edwards, was born in New Haven, in Conneéticut, Jan. 
9, 1709-10. Her father was the Rev. Mr. James Pierpoint, 
who was long'an eminently godly and ufeful minifter of the 
goipel at New Haven.* She was married: to’ Mr. Edwards 
july 2e, 1727, inthe 18th year of her age. 

Though Mrs. Edward’s full charaéer will not be attempted’ 
here, yet it is thought proper to mention a few things, in which 
fhe excelled, and fet an example worthy the imitation of all. 

She remembered her Creator in the days of her youth, and 
became truly and remarkably religious at about five years 
old. She was a more than ordinary beautiful perfon ; of a plea- 
fant, agreeable countenance 3 of an amiable, courteous conver- 
{ation and behaviour: the law of kindrefs was in her tongue. 

She was eminent for her piety. and experimental religion. 
Religious converfation was much her delight; and this fhe pro- 
moted in all companies, as far as was proper and decent for 
her: and her difcourfe fhewed her underftanding in divine things, 
and the great impreflion they had on her mid. The friends of 
true religion, and they who were ready to engage in religious 

converfation, 


© He was the eldeft fou of Mr. Fobn Pierpoint of Roxbury, wha 
came out of England. Her mother was Mrs. Mary Pierpoint, e deft 
daughter of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Hooker, minifier of the gofpel at Far- 
mington in ConneGicut, and fon of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Hooker, once 
minifler of the gofpel at Hrariford, and famous as a divine through all the 
churches in New England. 
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converfation, and delighted in that which was moft effential and 
practical in true religion, were her peculiar friends and intimates ; 
to whom fhe would open her mind freely, and tell them the ex- 
ercifes of her own heart, and what God had done for her foul, 
for their encouragement. and excitement in the ways, of aod. 
Her mind appeared, to them who were moit converiant with her, 
conftantly to attend to divine things, even on all occafions, and 
in all bufinefs of life, 

The religious duties of the clofet. fhe was a great friend to, 
and took much delight in them. She highly prized focial wor- 
ilip.; was wont to-attend the private mectings for religious 


worlhip, and promoted and attended meetings of her own {ex., 


only, in order for prayer and.religious conv erfation.. She was 
a conftant attender on public worfhip, and behaved with great 
gravity and ferioufnefs in the houfe of God. 

She was a good economift, managing her honfehould affairs 
with difcretion; in which fhe was laborious and.diligent.. She 
was very careful that nothing. fhould be waited and lofi. And 
often, when fhe did any thing to fave a fmall matter, or direct- 
ed her children to do it inany inftance, or faw them’ waite any 


thing, fhe would mention the words of our Saviour ;_ which,, 


fhe jaid, fhe often thought of, as, containing a maxim worth. re- 


membering ; when as the réafon why his difciples fhould gather . 


up the fragments, he fays, that nothing be lof. 

She had an excellent. way of governing her children,:. fhe 
knew how to make them regard and obey her cheerfully with- 
out loud, angry words, or heavy blaws. She feldom ftruck her 
children a blow ; and in fpeaking to them ufed mild, gentle 
and pleafant words, If any correction was needful, it was not 
her manner to give itin a paffion, And when fhe had occafion 
to reprove and rebuke, fhe would do it in few words, without 
heat and noiie, with all calmnefs and gentlenefs of mind. And 
in her directions-or reproofs, in any matters of importance, fhe 
would addrefs. herfelf to the reafon of her children, that they 
might not only know her inclination and will, but at the fame 
time be convinced of the reafonablenefs of it. She need {peak 
but once ; the was cheerfully obeyed ; murmuring and aniwer- 
ing again was not knownamong them. And the kind and gen- 
tle treatment they had from their mother, while fhe ftritly and 
puncually maintained her parental authority, feemed naturally 
to beget and promote a filial regard and refpect, and lead them 
to a mild, tender treatment of each other’; for quarrelling and 
contention, as it frequently takes place among children, was not 
known among them. She carefully obferved the firft appear- 
ances of.refentment and ill-will towards any in her young chil- 
dren, and did not connive at it and promote it, as many who 


have the care of children do, but was careful to fhew her dif- 
pleafure 
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pleafure at it, and fupprefs it to her utmoft ; not by angry, 
wrathful words and blows, which often provoke children to 
wrath, and ftir up and confirm their irafcible paffions, rather 
than abate and fupprefs them. 

As the was fenfible that in many refpects the chief care of 
forming children, by government and inftruéion, naturally lies 
on mothers ; as they are moft with their children in their molt 
pliable age, when they commonly receive impreflions by which 
they are very much formed for life ; fo fhe was very careful to 
do her part in this important bufinefs. ~ 

But this was not all in which fhe expreffed her care for her 
children. She thought that parents had a great and important 
duty to do towards their children before they were capable of 
government and inftruction. For them fhe contftantly and ear- 
neltly prayed, and bore them on her heart before God in all her 
fecret and moft folemn addreffes to him. 

As the law of kindnefs was in her tongue, fo her hands were 
not withheld from beneticence and charity, She was always a 
friend and patroneis of the poor and helplefs ; and much in aés 
of charitys as well as recommending it to others on all proper 

occafions. 

She was remarkable for her kindnefs to her friends and vifi- 
tants. She would {pare no pains to make them welcome, and 
provide for their convenience and comfort. And fhe was pecu- 
liarly kind to ftrangers who camé to her houfe: She would take 
fuch kind and {pecial notice of fuch, and fo foon get acquaint- 
ed with them, as it were, and fhew fuch regard and concern for 
their comfort, and fo kindly offer what fhe thought they needed, 
as to difcover fhe knew the heart of a ftranger, and well under- 
ftood how to do it good; and fo as to oblige them to feel in 
fome meature as if they were at home. 

She made it her rule to fpeak well of all, fo far as fhe could 
with truth, and julltice to herfelf and others. She was not wont 
to dwell with delight on the imperfeétions and failings of any ; 
and when fhe heard perfons fpeaking ill of others, fhe would fay 
what fhe thought the could with truth and juitice in their excufe, 
or divert the obloquy by mentioning thofe things that were com- 

endable inthem. Thus fhe was tender of every one’s charac- 
ter, even of theirs who injured and fpoke evil of her; and care- 
fully guarded againft the too common vice of evil {peaking and 
backbiting. She could bear injuries and reproach with great 
calmnefs and patience, without any difpofition to render evil for 
evil; but, on the contrary, was ready to pity and forgive thofe 
who appeared to be her enemies. 

She had long told her intimate friends, that fhe had, after 
Jong ftrugglesand exercifes, obtained by God’s grace an habitual 
willingneds to die herfelf, or part with any of her moft near re- 

latives. 
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atives. And when fhe had the greateft trial in the death of Mr. 
Edwards, fhe found the help and comfort of fuch a difpofition. 
Her converfation and conduét on this occafion was even to the 
admiration of her friends. It was fuch as difcovered that fhe 
was fenfible of the great lofs fhe and her children had fuftain- 
ed in his death, and at the fame time fhewed that fhe was quiet 
and refigned, and had thofe invifible fupports and comforts by 
which fhe could truft in God with quietnefs, hope and humbie 


joy- 
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CONCERNING THE DUTY OF A CHURCH TO 
CENSURE ITS MEMBERS FOR THE SIN 
OF HERESY. 


[Concluded from page 167. ] 


OME fay, that, as none ought to be confidered as heretics 

who acknowledge the Bible to be the word of God, and pro- 
fefs to build their- religious fentiments upon it, fo none ought 
to be cenfured for their religious errors, who are willing to bear 
the Chriftian name. The anfwer to this iseafy. It is as fatal 
to deny the fundamental truths of the Bible, as to deny the Bi- 
ble itfelf. The Apoftle tells us, that men may fervert the goi- 
pel, and wreft the /cripture to their own deflrudion. The guilt 
and danger of error, as well as of vice, are greatly enhanced by a 
real belief of the infpiration of the fcriptures. This bare belief, 
therefore, is no réafon why profeffors of religion fhould not be 
senfured and excommunicated, for either grofs errors or open 
criminality. 

Some call it perfecution in a church, to cenfure their mem- 
bers for herefy. But nothing can be more diverfe from perfe- 
cution, than the proper exercife of church difcipline. This is 
naturally adapted to enlighten the underftanding and convince 
the confcience of an heretic, therefore the beft kind of remedy 
that can be ufed to cure him of his mental diforder, and pre- 
pare him for the fervice of God. But perfecution, which confifts 
in corporeal punifhments, can have no other effect upon the er- 
roneous, than to deftroy them both in time and eternity. While 
the fcripture, therefore, requires a church to difcipline their 
members for dangerous and fatal errors, it forbids them to per- 
fecute and deftroy men for their groffeft herefies and delufions. 

Some obje& againft ccnfuring any for herefy, becaufe it tends 
to promote animofity and contention among both the friends 
and enemies of the gofpel. It cannot be denied, that bad as 
well as good effects have fometimes followed from the excom- 
munication of heretics; but this is nothing more than Chrilt 
forewarned his friends to expect. Religion cannot be preferved 
ig its purity and fimplicity, in this dark and wicked world, with- 
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out ftrife and contention. Chriftians are required to contend 
earneftly for the faith once delivered to the faints; nor can 
they be engaged in a more noble and important contelt. It is 
better they fhould contend, than to lofe the faith, and fuffer 
Chriftianity to be corrupted and deftroyed. If they contend ac- 
cording to the fpirit and rules of the gofpel, whatever evil confe- 
quences may follow, they mult be charged to the account of 
thofe who are enemies to the truth. 

The fincerity ot heretics is often urged, with great confidence 
and contiderable plaufibility, againft their being cenfured for 
their erroneous fentiments. This is readily granted, that here- 
tics may have that kind of fincerity which is-oppofite to hypo- 
crify and pretence. ‘They may really believe the errors which 
they avow and propagate. But faying that they are fincere 
in this fenfe, is only faying that they are really as great 
heretics as they pretend to be: and if there be any crimi- 
nality in embracing fundamental errors, this kind of fincerity 
does not diminith, but really aggravate, their guilt. But if thofe 
who fay that heretics may be fincere, mean by it, that they may 
be free from bias, prejudice and partiality, then their faying that 
they may be fincere, is faying a great deal in their favour, and 
quite enough to fereen them from the cenfure of any Chriftian 
church. ‘This plea in favour of heretics ought to have no 
weight, until it be proved, that thofe who are free from bias, 
prejudice and partiality, can imbibe grofs and fundamental er- 
rors. But how can this be proved? It cannot be proved from 
the declaration of heretics, nor from their fair moral character. 
A man of common honeity and fair moral character may be an 


atheift, or a deift, or the groffeft heretic. It cannot be proved 


from {cripture, which always reprefents corrupt fentiments as 
flowing froma corrupt heart. It cannot be proved from reafon. 
It is abfurd to fuppofe, that a man free from bias, prejudice and 
partiality can fearch the fcripture, and honefily endeavour to 
difcover the fundamental doétrines of the gofpel, but, after all, 
embrace errors directly oppofed to thefe doctrines, and become an 
heretic. The abfurdity lics here. On this fuppofition, the fault 
would fall, not on the fincere heretic, but on the Author of the 
Bible, in not making the revelation of his will plain enough to 
be underftood by thofe who heartily defire to difcover it. Ei- 
ther the fincerity of heretics muft be given up, or elfe the fulnefs 
and perfection of divine revelation. But to give up the fufhi- 
ciency of the f{criptures to make men wile unto falvation, is too 
great a facrifice in favour of thofe who embrace and avow fa- 
tal errors. 

Now, if it be the duty of every Chriftian church to difcipline 
its members, who maintain and propagate effential errors, it 
certamly deferves partichlar attention at the prefent day. The 
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moft catholic muft allow, that there are fentiments prevailing, 
which, in their view, are extremely dangerous, if not abfolutely 
fatal, to the fouls of men. It is well known, that the Church 
of England, the Church of Scotland, and the Prefbyterian 
Church in America, are more ftri@ in cenfuring what they call 
herefy, than our Congregational Churches in New England. 
We have become extremely lax in this point of duty. Ought 
we not immediately to turn our attention to this fubje&, and ex- 
prefs proper zeal in purging out that leaven among us, which 
threatens to leaven the whole lump? Our fathers, who plant- 
ed our churches, took great pains to point out the moft effen- 
tial doctrines of the gofpel, and to fet up barriers againft the 
ipread of fatal errors, which they forefaw were coming in like 2 
Hood upon this once pure branch of the Chriftian Church. 
Their pious inftruCtions and exampies call upon us to exert our- 
felves faithfully in the promotion of truth, and the fuppreffion 
of error. But we otght to take ftill more earneft heed to what 
Chrift himfelf fays, by his Spirit, to the churches, upon this very 
fubject. He fays to the church of Pergamos, “ I have a few 
things againit thee, becaufe thou haft there them that hold the 
doGrine ot Balaam, who taught the children of Ifrael to eat 
things facrificed to idols, and to commit fornication. So hatt 
thou alfo them that hold the dofrine of the Nicolaitans, which 
thing [ hate.” He gives the fame reproof to the church of Thy- 
atira, for neglecting to cenfure heretics : ‘“ Notwithftanding, I 
have a few things againft thee, becaufe thou fuffereft that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herfelf a prophetefs, to teach and feduce my 
fervants to commit fornication, and to eat things facrificed to 
idols.” Chrift ftill walks in the midit of his golden candletticks, 
and condemns the fame things in our churches, which he con- 
demned in the churches of Afia. His admonitions to them apply 
to us in their full force and obligation. We are bound, by his 
divine authority, to ufe all proper means to prevent and fupprefs 
the prevalence of fatal errors among us. He that hath an car, 
let him hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches. 
PHILONOUS. 





Te 
LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION, 
From Pascat to Jutia. 


LETTER V. 

%7 OUR own fpiritual progrefs, my dear Julia, in the divine 
Y life, as an intereft purely perfonal, is another confiderasion 
of great weight to imprefs you with an abiding fenfe of the im- 
portance of maintaining a ftri&t and perfevering devotion. The 
do&rine of difinterefted love does not involve the idea of our 
being uninterclted in our own perfonal good. Rightly under- 
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flood, it requires the oppofite. We are bound to feel the fame 
folicitude tor our own individual welfare which it is reafonable 
for another perfon to feel. The divine law has placed us and 
our neighbours on a level as objects of affection. We are ‘to 
feel indifferent to neither, but impartially friendly to both. 
You will net confider me, then, as advocating the felfifh fenti- 
ment, when I urge your own perfona 1] advancement in the {piri- 
tual and divine life as a motive to devotion. It is defir: ible, my 
dear Julia, it is very defirable in itfelf. If it had no beneficent 
efieé&t upon others, in an infulated view it is ardently to be 
wifhed. To know more of God, of his defigns and govern- 
ment, of the feelings of his heart, of his works of creation, pro- 
vidence and redemption ; ; to have a more enlarged acquain- 
tance with our bleffed Saviour ; to become more and more 
thoroughly initiated into the fcheme of Chriftian doé¢trine, 
and Chriftian experience; to be increaiingly crucified to the 


world, and to have a growing faith, converting into realities 


the great things promifed to them who love God; are among 
thofe more excellent gifts, which, above all other things, we 
ought earneftly to covet. Now the direction of James comes 


in here aptly, pointing out to us the way to feek all this with 


certain fucceis: “ If any man lack wifdom,” fays he, “let him 
afk it of God, who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.” 
To this moft promifing expedient Paul had recourfe in behalf 


‘ot the growing piety of the Ephefians. ‘“ For this caufe,” he 


aifures them, “I bow miy knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be ftrengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man; that Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith ; 
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able 5 
comprehend, with all faints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height, and to know the love of Chrift, which 
paffeth knowledge ; that ye might be filled with all the fulnefs 
of God.” Not only have we “leave to pray for fuch a ag 
ciency in fpiritual things, believing that we fhall be heard ; 
being impoflible that we fhould be more ready to atk, than God 
is to communicate, in things agreeable to his will; but a feel- 
ing, habitual devotion familiarizes the mind to fpiritual things, 
is the bef fchool for a religious education, feparates us from 
impure company and debafing objects, carries us out of the 
reach of our Brggte’ enemy, naturally aflociates with it reading 
anc meditation, fanctifics and meetens for glory. 


Your perfonal comfort, if it may with propriety be mentioned 
as a matter of diitinct confideration, fo neceflarily depends upon 
keeping up an habitual devotional communion with God, 
that in nother way is it poflible. You know, I truit, - 
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real comfort is; you know that it confifts in the enjoyment of 
God; in thofe {piritual difcoveries and affections which the Di- 
vine Spirit imparts. ‘ When God,” in this manner, “ giveth 
quietnefs, who then can make trouble?) And when he Rideth 
his face, who then can behold him ?””? To the mind of a con- 
fiderate perfon, who believes in the general doétrines of a God, 
a moral government, perfeatly wife and holy, and a future flate, 
and who lives in the conftant negle@ of folitary devotion, or 
who is confcious that if he performs it at all, it is through the 
mere dread of his anger, a fenfe of guilt muft be perpetually 
fuggelted. Such a perfon mult fay in his own reflections, “ Is 
there any being in the univerfe with whom I ought to be fo 
much concerned to be acquainted as with God? Do not the 
glory of his nature, and my dependence upon him, bind me to 
fly to him as my fupreme good? Why do not I pray to him? 
Is it becaufe I have not capacity, opportunity, or leave from 
him? Is it becaufe I, as a finner, have no medium of accefs, 
and no fufficient invitation to encourage me to feek him? No. 
The fcriptures are full of aflurances of the oppolite. Is it be- 
caufe I have cares and engagements, on account of whieh I 
miay be lawfully excufed? No. For I am inviled to catt all 
my care upon God, who careth for thofe who do fo. Cant 
plead my want of utterance, my” ignorance, or my guilt, as an 
obftacle to my acceptable pertormance of this duty? No. I 
am difarmed of all fuch defence in that explicit, repeated decla- 
ration of the Saviour, in which there is neither referve nor ex- 
ception on any ground—“ He who afketh, receiveth ; and he 
who feeketh, findeth; and to him who knocketh, it fhall be 
opened.”” What then prevents my flying to God, the all-pre- 
fent God, in humble and dutiful prayer? Nothing but the 
wicked reluctance of my own heart. My heart is full of difin- 
clination ; while it is inclined enough to the follies of the vain 
world. And whither will this wickednefs of heart carry me? 
Eternity is near. Soon muft I give up my account; perhaps 
without much farther opportunity.” Such reflections muft terri- 
fy. And well grounded terror refpecting the final lofs of heaven 
mutt difpel every beam of comfort. The intimacy of a fincere 
and conttant devotion, on the -ether hand, as it aflimilates to 
God, divorces from the warld, and ftrengthens hope, even fo as 
naturally to beget the full affurance of it ; muft diffipate fear, 
and gladden the foul with anticipations of heaven. Precious 
comforts are thofe which refult from the lifting up of the light 
of the Divine Countenance upon the foul. © Thefe are empha- 
tically the kiffes of his lips. ‘This is, in the fpiritual intercourfe, 
what gold isin the commercial. “There be,” fays the Pfalmift, 
‘many that fay, Who will fhew us any good? Lord, lift thou 
up the light of thy countenance upon us. Thou haft put giad- 
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nefs in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their 
wine increafed. I will both lay me down in peace, and fleep, for 
thou, O Lord, only makeft me dwell in fafety.’”? What confi- 
dence, what a,fererie peace of foul, what a fenfe of perfeé fafe- 
ty, even in the midft of ruffians, or in a. prifon, does this enjoy- 
ment of the light of the Divine Countenance infpire!. Hum- 
ble devotion, if I may fo fay without irreverence, and I think I 
may, is the hand which draws the veil afide. The time is com- 
ing, it may not be far diftant, when probably you will have per- 
fonal or domeftic afflictions. ‘ The days of darknefs are many.’ 
What a fource of comfort it mult be to you, under thefe afflic- 
tions, to have that peculiar ability to caft all your cares upon 
God, which muft refult from long devotional acquaintance and 
familiarity with himt Befides, the day of your diflolution, my: 
much beloved friend, is drawing near, when a death-like pale- 
nefs will fit upon that healthful countenance of yours, when eve- 
ry earthly tie will be fevered, and you will have a vaft eternity 
immediately in view. What a comfort then the teftimony of a 
good confcience, and feeling readinefs, in fenfible communion 
with God! What a comfort to be able to reft in the bofom of 
God, as in the embraces of your long tried, your moft familiar 
and your beft friend ky Ah! the mortal fcene is the moment 
when piety Hinitighe” Then it pays the full arrearage, with 
profit incalculable. Then it is found that no praying breath is 
{pent in vain. Hoping | that thefe confiderations will abide with 
you, to confirm you in your pious refolutions, L take leave for 
the prefent with, renewed aflurances that with great efteem 
' Jam, &e. 

P. S. I fhall, God willing, fet off on my intended journey to 
Portland to-morrow. When I return I hope to find a letter 
from you. May our Heavenly Father have us both in his holy 
keeping. ak abe | ee Ne ae ae 
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THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD ILLUSTRATED, 


[Continued from page 175.) 





InrgreNces AND Remarks. 


s Wie it not follow, from the preceding obfervations, 


that all events, which ever have or will take place, 
were unalterably fixed and determined in the Divine Mind, 
from eternity ? 

This confequence we apprehend will inevitably follow, if 
God be immutable. And that he is, we think has been proved 
beyond reafonable controverly. We have feen that he is un- 
derived, felfexiftent, and in the moft glorious and exahed 
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fenfe independent—that there never was, and never can be, the 
jeaft alteration in his views and feelings, or in any one of his 
perfections. He as well knew, infiniie ages before any event or 
effect took place, what things would take place under his ad. 
miniftration, as he now does. And he was as accurately deter- 
mined concerning the exiftence of every event, then, as now, or 
as he will be at any future period of duration ; becaufe he has 
ever been immutable im his views, feelings, defigns and purpofes. 
To fay that any event whatever has taken place i in the univerie 
contrary to God’s eternal defigns and determmations, is either to 
deny his omnipotence, and fay he could not prevent it, or that 
he has altered his determinations. But the latter cannot be 
true, becaufe he is immutable. And we will not indulge the 
thought that God is unable to accomplifh any event which he 
pleafes. Hence, we conclude that no event has taken place cone 
trary to his eternal purpofes. 

Again: We cannot fuppofe that God is indifferent concern- 
ing the exiftence of any event which ever has, or will take place. 
Becaufe his goodnefs, which is infinite, will prompt him to 
choofe that all thofe, and none but thofe, events fhould take 
place which his wifdom fees, on the whole, to be beft; there- 
fore he mult be determined in his own mind concerning the 
exiltence of all events, and he muit have been determined from 
eternity ; for his wifdom taught and his goodnefs difpofed pre. 
cifely then as they have fince. No fufficient reafon can be afs 
figned why God thould now, or at any future period of dura- 
tion, choofe that ¢his event fhould take place, rather than that, 
which did not exift in his mind from eternity. He needed not 
the benefit of experiment, in order to a correct and final deci- 
fion. Among the vaft number of intelligent beings who exift 
in the univerfe, the Infinite God is the only one who is incapa- 
ble of improvement. He is no older, wier, ftronger or better 
now than he was millions of ages before creation commenced. 
Nor will he be any older, wifer, ftronger or better, intermina- 
ble ages beyond the judgment of the great day, than he is now. 
It is common for mankind to fay, that, were they to live their 
lives over again, they fhould conduct very differently. They 
imagine they fhould avoid many of the miftakes and impruden- 
ces which they have committed, and make great improvements 
in knowledge and virtue. But thefe things cannot be true with 
application to the Infinite Jehovah. For, fhould all creatures 
and things in the univerfe’be this moment annihilated, God 
poffeffing the fame charaéter which he did from eternity, he 
would begin the work of creation again, and do the fame things 
which he has done. His wifdom would diate and his good- 
nefs choofe precifely the fame plan of government. It would 
ge impoftible for him to make the leaft emendatioa or improve- 
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mént upon the former fyftem. For among fo many poflible 
fyftems of government, it would be a folecifm in language to, 
fay that all, or any two of them, are beft. Among the whole, 
there can be but one beft. And that it is the very nature of In- 
finite Goodnefs to choofe. And fince God is infinitely wife and 
good, fach is that plan of government which he actually has 
adopted, and under which we live. And fince he is what he is, 
he muit have been unalterably fixed and determined, from eter- 
nity, concerning the exiftence of all events, from the largeft to 
the moit minute, which ever have or will take place. And fince 
he is determined concermng the exiltence of future events, 
his determinations mutt be accomplifhed, for he is immutable. 
Indeed, when God has once determined that an event fhall take 
place, it has then virtually taken place. Nothing is wanting to 
its complete accomplifhment, only that the objed now exitting 
in the Divine Mind thould be manifelted to the view of crea- 
tures. When this is done, they are prepared to fay that fuch a 
particular event is accomplifhed. But their feeing it was nog 
the caufe of its taking place ; nor did it make any alteration in 
~ the nature, certainty, or real caufe of the event. (God’s know- 
ledge, feelings and purpoies concerning it were exaétly the 
fame before creatures had any conception of it, as afterwards. 
The fame is true concerning all events which ever have or will 
exift. The exhibition of things to the view of creatures does 
not alter God’s feelings and determinations concerning them, 
any morc than the declaration of a man’s feelings, to his friend, 
alters his feelings. They were the fame before he manifefied 
them to his friend as afterwards. ‘ From the abundance of the 
heart, the mouth fpeaketh.”” Perception, in the order of na- 
ture, precedes {peech; and determination precedes execution. 
Thefe obfervations apply, with equal pertinency, to the Supreme 
Being, as to mankind. He muft pofiefs determinations before 
he can communicate them to his creatures. And the fame ar- 
gument which will prove that he was determined concerning 
any one thing, even for the fhorteft duration before he commu- 
nicated fuch determination, will prove that he muft be equally 
determined concerning every thing, and that he muft have been 
unalterably fixed and determined from eternity, for he is immu- 
ble. His determinations never began. The period in duration 
has never been, in which the Infinite God was deftitute of a fin- 
gle perception, volition or determination which he now does, or 
ever will, poflefs. Ali thefe were coeval with his exiftence, and 
will contmue the fame. For with him “is no variablenefs, nor 
ghadow of turning.” 

2. Will it not follow from the preceding obfervations, that 
all thofe objections which are made againft the decrees of God, 
are equally pointed againit his immutability ? We have en- 
| deavoured 
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deavoured to prove that God is immutable. We have alfo en- 
deavoured to make it appear that his immutability implies, that 
all events or effects which ever have or ever will take place, 
were unalterably fixed and determined in the Divine Mind trom 
eternity. And do the decrees of God imply any thing more 
than fuch an eternal determimation and fixednefs? The 
Weltminfter Aflembly of Divines, in their fhorter catechifm, 
have given the following definition of divine decrees: “ ‘The 
decrees ot God are his eternal purpofe, according to the counfel 
of his own will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordain- 
ed whatfoever comes to pafs.” The fame general idea is com- 
municated in their confeffion of faith, in words a little different. 
*¢ God from all eternity did, by the moft wife and holy counfel 
of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatfoever 
comes to pafs.” 

We apprehend the preceding definition of divine decrees to 
be as rational, fcriptural and correét, as any which can be given. 
This implies, that the decrees or purpofes of God exifted in his 
mind from eternity; that they then extended to all things 
and beings, that ever have or will exift; that all thofe events, 
and none but thofe, which God, from eternity, intended fhould 
take place, will, by a courfe of predetermined means, be accom- 
plifhed ; and that all thefe events ftand connected, directly or 


indireétly, with the promotion of the divine glory, or the high- ~ 


eft good of the intelligent fyitem. But all thefe things, if we 
miftake not, we have fhown to be implied in the divine immu- 
tability. Immutability neceflarily involves the doérine of 
neral, particular, eternal and unalterable decrees. Hence, an 
thofe objections which militate againft the truth and confiften- 
cy of the latter, militate equally againft the truth and confi 
tency of the former. It is faid by fome that the decrees of 
God, in the fenfe above defined, are inconfiftent with free agen- 
‘cy, virtue and vice, and accountability in mankind. But if the 
decrees of God are inconfiftent with thefe things, his immuta- 
bility is inconfiftent with them. For the latter imphies-as much 
determination and fixednefs in the Divine Mind as the former. 
Hence, if this objection be well founded, in order that mankind 
may be free agents, capable of virtue and vice, and accounta- 
ble for their condu&, God muft become a mutable being. For 
fo long as he is immutable he muft unavoidably be determined 
and fixed with regard to all future events. And not only fo, 
but fo long as he exiffs he muft be immutable ; for immutability 
is as effential to and infeparable from his exiftence, as any one 
attribute which he poffeffles. Hence, according to the ‘preced- 
ing objection, that mankind may be moral agents, and accoun- 
table creatures, God muft not only become mutabie, but he 
gauit ceafe to exit. But will the objector come forward and 
7 Maintain 
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maintain this doctrine ? Will he pretend that rational crea- 
tures cannot be free agents, and fuitable fubjects of moral go- 
vernment, unleis God become a mutable being, and be undeter- 
mined in his own mind concerning their future character and 
conduc? Nay, further, will he abide the natural confequence 
which refults from his objeCtion, and maintain that the Supreme 
God mutt even ceafe to exift before mankind can properly be 
confidered accountable beings? If he fhrink from thefe awful 
coniequences, let him abandon his objection to the divine de- 
crees. For fo long as he retains his objection, and denies the 
above confequences, he is guilty of a palpable inconfiftency. 

3- Will it not follow from the preceding obfervations that 
thoie who are unwilling that God fhould determine all events, 
and oppoje his fovereign decrees, of courfe, not only oppofe his 
immutability, but likewife his foreknowledge or omnifcience ? 
Thole who oppofé the doétritie of divine decrees, becaufe they 
imply an unalterable determination and fixednefs concerning 
all events which ever have or will take place, mutt, if they are 
confiftent with themfelves, equally oppofe foreknowledge, pro- 
vided that imply as much certainty and fixednefs as the decrees. 
And that this is really the cafe may, perhaps, be made to ap- 
pear. It will not be denied by thofe who admit the omnifcience 
of God, that he had as perfect a knowledge of all events which 
ever have or will take place, from eternity, as he has now, or 
will have at any future period of duration. And fince he fore- 
knew, before any event or effec took place, all thofe events 
which ever would take place, their future exiltence was as cer- 
tain, in his own mind, as the molt rigid decree could have made 
it. For it is impoflible in the nature of things that God fhould 
forcknow that an event would exift, whofe exiitence would ne- 
ver take place. ‘To affirm this, is as inconfiftent as to afirm, 
that a thing does and does not exift at the fame time. Know- 
ledge always implies cerainty. This is trae with application to 
mankind. A fingle thing cannot be named, concerning which 
they have more knowledge than certainty. ‘They cannot pofii- 
bly know that an object exifts, which at the fame time does not 
exit. They know that they exift themfelves; but they could 
not poflefs this knowledge, unlefs their exiltence were a reality. — 
They know that the fun rofe this morning ; but they could not 


poffeis this knowledge unlefs the event had actually taken place. 


In both thefe cafes their knowledge is founded on fact, and im- 
plies abfolute certainty. But thele things cannot be faid with 
regard to a fingle thing which is, to us, future. We believe 
the fun will rife to-morrow morning, and that many other things 
will take place; but we have not that knowledge, amounting 
to abfolute certainty, concerning them, which we have concern- 
ing the facts before menjioned. “It is truc, that an nies oF 
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belief, that what is in fact true is falfe, may exift ; but the 
knowledge of a fact fuppofes the fact juit as itis known. Belief 
and opinion may be erroneous, but knowledge can never err ; 
it is but a perception of truth ; and it is prefumed that none of 
thofe who affert the prefcience of God, regard it as a mere opi- 
nion, which may er may not be founded in truth. ‘They ought 
to be prefumed to mean that the knowledge which God has of 
the future acts of free agents is infallible ; and confequently 
that the propofition which affirms that fuch an aétion will in- 
fallibly take place, is infallibly true, or in other words, that it, 
being true, cannot poflibly be rendered falfe. To render it 
falfe therefore is not an object of power. Omnipotence itfelf 
cannot produce an impoffible effect, much lefs can it be fuppof- 
ed that a finite creature is endowed with a power fufficient for 
fuch an effect. But if I have a power to do a thing, which it 
was previoufly true that I fhould not do, I have power to render 
falfe that which was previoufly moft infallibly true. Let it be 
further confidered that as it was never true both that I fhould 
and fhould not do the fame action, fo the propofition which af- 
feé&ts one of them mutt be falfe ; but to render that true which 
is falfe, is no more an object of power, than to change truth in- 
to falfehood. © It is therefore equally impoffible for me to do 
the action which it was previoufly foreknown that I fhould not 
do, as to omit doing what it was previoufly known I fhould do.,’” 

To illuftrate the idea further, let us have recourfe to the fun, 
before mentioned. If the fun isto rife to-morrow morning, 
God knows it as well now as he will after the event has actual- 
ly taken place. If it will not rife, it is impoffible that he fhould 
know that it will ; for he cannot know that a thing will be, 
which will not be. But if that event is to take place, it is the 
object of his prefent knowledge, and juft as certain in his mind, 
as is the fact that the fun rofe this morning. The fame may 
be affirmed refpecting all future events, whether they relate te 
the natural or moral world; to the intellectual, moral or cor- 
poreal exercifes of men; to the time, place and circumftances 
under which they are born, live and die; to their future happi- 
nefs or mifery. 

No events can be future which are not known to God. And 
he cannot know that any events ever will take place whofe ex- 
iftence is not juft as certain, as is the exiltence of thofe which 
have already taken place. His knowledge concerning events 
which are to us future is precifely the fame as concerning thofe 
which are paft. God knows all thofe events which took place 
before the general deluge. They are certain. He could not 
know, however, that they have taken place, unlefs they really 
had. His knowledge concerning them: prefuppofes their exif 
tence. ‘In like manner he foreknows all thofe events which 
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will exift, between the prefent moment and the day of judg 
mient, and beyond that period, in eternity. But he could not. 
foreknow them, unlefs they will certainly exift; for that which: 
never did and never will exift, never was, and-never can be, the 
Object of knowledge. Thus the foreknowledge of God implies, 
that the future exiftence of the things foreknown is as certain, 
and as really founded om faét, in the Divine Mind, as is the ex- 
iftence of any one thing, which has ever taken place ; confe- 
quently it is as certain, and as neceffary, as the mo% immutable 
decree could make it. Its exiftence will infallibly take place, 
and therefore it may be, and really is, foreknown by the Omni- 
fcient God. Hence they who oppofe and reje& the doétrine of 
divine decrees becaufe they reprefent God as having unaltera- 
Bly determined and fixed future events, thofe relating to the 
moral as well as natural world, mutt, if they are confiftent with 
themfelves, éither deny the foreknowledge, and of courfe the 
émunifcience, of God, or contend with him becaufe he poflefles 
this attribute. For the dodtrine of foreknowledge unavoida- 
bly involves all the frightful confequences of fatalifm, which 
ean be drawn frony the moft unconditional and abfolute decree 
of the immutable Jerovan. 

We now cannot recolleé a fingle objection which we have ever 
heard made againft the doétrine of divine decrees, which may 
not with equal pertinency be offered againft the divine fore- 
knowledge and immutability. If thefe objections are properly 
traced, it will be found, that they are ultimately pointed‘againit 
the charaéter of the felf-exiftent God. And, therefore, they are 
not only groundlefs, but awfully criminal. They imply that 
the objector is contending with his Maker, becaufe Ke is fuch a 
being as he is; independent, fovereign, omnifcient and immu- 
table. But the objector had much better yield the controverfy, 
for he will never obtain the victory.: “ Known unto God are 
all his works, from the beginning of the world,” or from eter- 
nity, as it might with propriety have been tranflated. “The 
counfel of the Lord ftandeth forever, the thoughts of his heart 
to all generations: He is in one mind, and who cam turn him?” 

HORATIO. 
[To be continued. | 








RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE. 


{ Conti:ued from p. 187.] 


ConFerence V. 


Prophecy proves the Divinity of Scripture. 
Clerus GREEABLY to expeétation; Prophecy is the fab- 
‘ jet which invites ouf t attention. 
Theodore. What is prophecy ? Clerus. 
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_ Clerus. Wt is the predi@ion of future aGions and events, 
‘The prophet looks’ forward into futurity, and exactly foretels 
what fhall come to pafs. 

Theodore. But how does the prediction of future ¢vents efta- 
blifh the divinity of feripture? For it is common fir fortune- 
tellers to amufe and deceive people by their prediétions. 

Theophilus. Though fortune-tellers and falfe prophets fome- 
times guefs, in a fhrewd manner, they cannot loak into futurity, 
and accurately foretel what will take place thoufands of years 
after the predictions. To look into futurity, and accurately de- 
fcribe characters and events thoufands of years previoufly to 
their exiftence, is the fole prerogative of God, or the peculiar 
province of thefe who are under the fyecial agency of his Spirit. 

- Theodore. It is manifeft that the moft enlightened creatures, 
except when under the fpecial guidance of Omnifcience, neither 
know what event will take place next, nor what they fhall do 
next, nor even what will be their next thought+ for creatures, in 
every attitude of their exiftence, are abfolutely dependent on 
God. The accurate knowledge of futurity is the attribute of 
God only, whofe eye conftantly pervades time and eternity. 
But what advantage do we derive from the Omnifcience of God, 
in favour of the divinity of feripture ? 

Theophilus. 1t furnihes an argument, which if poflible ftrikes 
the mind*with more weight than mathematical demonaitration. 
It is abfolutely irrefiftible. 

Theodore. ow does this appear ? 

Clerus. 1s not the Bible the moft ancient book in the world ? 
Have we not proved, in the preceding conferences, that Mofes 
and the Prophets, the Evangelifts and Apoftles, were the au- 
thors of the Bible? Is it not a faé& that the numerous predic- 
tions concerning Chrift, which as clearly defcribe him, almoft, 
as the hiltory of hhis life, were aétually written hundreds and 
many of them thoufands of years before his nativity ? 

Theodore. It cannot be difputed: for from the alpha to the 
omega of the Old Teftament Chrift is the hero of the book. 


In thort, while reading the Old Teftament I feel impelled to - 


ftyle it the prophetic hiftory of the Meffiah. The fpirit of in- 
fpiration faw him, and accurately defcribed his character and 
operations, thoufands of years previoufly to his birth: but what 
is the confequence ? 

Theophilus. ‘The confequence is this, that the Bible, which 
contains thefe prophecies, was di@ated “by God: for he only 
pervades futurity, and can now accurately inform us what events 
will take place at any fubfequent period. 

Neophytus. The argument deferves attention, I confefs ; but 

“pray, fir, how do we know that the prophecies were not bor- 
somed from the hiftory of Chrift ? 


Theophilus. 
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Theophiles. For the fame reafon, if the comparifon be admif- 
fible, that we know the light of the fun is not borrowed from 
the moon. ! | 

Neophytas. It is more eafy, Theophilus, to confound young 
minds, than to enlighten and convince them. I know that the 
light of the fun does not depend on the mooi: but I do not fo 
readily fee that the prophecies of the Old Teftament could not 
be derived from the hiftory of Chrift in the New Teftament. 
The argument taken from prophecy in favour of the divinity of 
fcripture ought not, I think, to take it for granted that the hif- 
tory of Chrift is divine : for if we were*fure of the divinity of 
Chrift’s hiftory, it would preclude the neceflity of arguing from 
the fulfilment of prophecies. I, therefore, wifh for direc evi- 
dence that the prophecies were not derived from the hiftory of 
Chrift. The comparifon of Theophilus is not fatisfactory. 

Clerus. It is a faét, when Chrift came into the world eighteen 
hundred years ago, that the prophecies, written in different lan- 
guages, had been in the hands of the Jews many ages; and 
that they were waiting the advent of the Meffiah. They poi- 
feffed both the Hebrew copy and the Septuagint. Hence it is 
evident that the prophecies were anterior to the hiftory of Chriit 
feveral hundred and even thoufands of years : and nothing but 
the depth of infidelity and ignorance can fuggeft that they were 
fubfequent. . 

Neophytus. I have-no reply to make: for the authenticity 
and genuinenefs of the Old Teftament are as manifelt as the fun. 

. Theophilus. ‘The argument is valid ; and demands additional 
confidence when we remember that the prefent difperfed, afflié- 
ed, defpifed and unbelieving ftate of the Jews is the exact fulfil- 


-™ent of ancient prophecy relative to that nation. Though 


Jews think not fo, they are now both in that political and moral 
ftate which Mofes and the Prophets, and which Chrift and the 
Apoftles, many ages ago clearly pointed out to their anceftors. 
How can any mortal enter the fynagogue, and look an informed 
Jew in the face, and hear him tell his ftory, and difbelieve the 
pirit of prophecy, or rejeé&t thé divinity of fcripture? For even 
down to this day the Jews are God’s. witnefles. They are liv- 
ing, judicial monuments in favour of the infpiration of feripture. 
Clerus. To conclude: If we furvey the numerous prophecies 
concerning Chrift, from the fall of Adam to the afcenfion of 
the Redeemer, in connexion with thofe which he delivered con- 
cerning the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the final calamities of 
the Jews; and attend to the undeniable fulfilment recorded on 
the faithful pages of hiftory, we have the molt unfhaken evi- 
dence in favour of the infpiration of fcripture from prophecy. 
The teftimony glares like the noontide fun. It cannot be dif- 
puted except by thofe whoie blindnefs and infidelity have ae) 
: t 
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ed the entire maftery of reafon and argument: for the characs 
ter and office of Chrift, the time and circumitances of his birth, 

life, death and refurreétion, in connexion with the fubfequent 
condition of the Jews, are fo minutely foretold, and fo accurate- 
ly fulfilled, that more ample evidence cannot be defired. The 
evidence derived from the completion of prophecy is abyndant- 
ly fatisfactory, and mult convince all men, except thofe who 
ae given over to judicial .blindnefs of mind and hardnefs af 

eart. 

Having attended to the divinity of {cripture as far as was ex- 
pected when the fubject was introduced, we fhall improve it by 
feveral inferences and reflections, except fome members of the 
conference defire to continue the inquiry. 

Theophilus. To {peak for myfelf particularly, I with to at- 
tend to the fubject more fully: but, from the converfation I had 
with fome of the young members before you came into the hall, 
1 believe it is beft to difmifs it for the prefent. 

Lucinda. My inclinations and judgment are confonant with 
my brother’s. The fubjeé is fublime, and neceflary at the pre- 
fent day ; but other fubjects alfo demand our attention. 

Clrus. We will then difmifs it, and make our refeéions 
freely and unrefervedly as they occur. 

Enjebia. We willthank you, fir, to lead the way: for we 
feel the peculiar need of example. 

Clrus. ‘The divinity of fcripture at once invites us to con- 
template the matchlefs grace of God, in furnifhing man with 
the facred volume. ‘lo make a fuitable eftimate of the Bible, 
which was early put into our hands, we have only to compare 
our advantages with the advantages of five or fix hundred mil- 
lions of the human race now on the earth, who never faw it. 
More than half the inhabitants of the world are now ignorant 
heathens. Alas! how deplorable their condition! They 
grope in the dark, though ated with the volume of nature ; 
and are manifeltly haftening down the dreadful fteep to endlefs 
perdition. We have no evidence to conclude that the heathens 
are the fubjects of falvation s. “ For how fhall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how {hall they hear 
without a preacher?” What Chriftian bofom does not melt be- 
fore the objet? For though we all deferve to be left deftitute 
of vifion, and to be forever deftroyed, we have the word of fal- 
vation in our hands. God is under no obligations to provide a 
Saviour for any of the guilty children of men. Weave no 
iegal claim to make’but for eternal feparation from/all good, 
and fubjection to-irremediable ruin. But, to the admiration of 
angels, the door of falvation is opened before us by the atone- 
ment of Chrift, which is clearly revealed in the divine pages. 
How mercitul is God! How mexpreflibly gracious and com- 

paflionate 
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onate is Chrift! Behold what manner of love the Father 

beftowed upon us, that we fhould be called the fons of 
God! Contemplate, my young friends, the love of Chrift. 
Behold him while leaving the realms of light to vifit this crim1- 
nal and ruined world! Behold him in the humble manger! 
Behold, him in the trembling arms of his mother while flying be- 
fore the bloody decree of Herod! Behold him going about to 
do good, when there was no refting place for his weary head 
and limbs! View him im the bloody garden! Look at him 
while wearing the crown of thorns! Alas! alas! behold him 
avhen not only defpifed by the world, and ferfaken by his own 
family, but even when he was forfaken by God, becaufe he was 
the fubftitute of finners! Hear him fay, It is finifhed! and be- 
hold him in his expiring moment! ‘The fun veils his face, the 
earth quakes to her centre, the rocks rend, the graves open, and 
the univerfe is convulfed. But why all this? Why muft the 
Son of God die on the crofs? The anfweris ready: to gratify 
divine benevolence ; to glorify God in the falvation of finners ; 
to effe@ the higheft enjoyment of the univerfe. But whence 
this information? From what fource of inftruction do we af- 
certain the good news of falvation? Bleffed be God, from the 
Bible, which bears every fignature of divinity! Thefe are hea- 
venly things, and that heavenly volume reveals them. When, 
0 when fhall we fufficiently praife God for his geodaefs and 
snercy difplayed in the facred pages! When fhall we fuitably 
thank God tor the Bible? For what are thoufands of filver 
and gold, yea, what are all the riches of the globe, compared 
with the treafures of God’s word ! 

Eufebia. The fubje& is fublime. 1am glad we have attend- 
ed to the divinity of fcripture.. If not greatly deceived, the Bi- 
ble was precious to me before we examined its divinity ; but 
now, biefied be God, it appears more precious thanever. Shall 
we not, my dear companions, peniteatly review our mifimprove- 
ment of it, and now refolve to read and contemplate it with 
more care and attention? Alas, dear girls! how many hours 
have we {pent,turning over the leaves of novels and foolifh ro- 
mances, to the fad neglect of Ged’s book, which reveals the fal- 
vation of men! Shall we, can we ever be chargeable with 
fuch repeated guilt? Are we not paffing through the moft dan- 

ous country? Have we any map, any fure guide, but this? 
| it not contain all the inftruction we need, both in times of 
profpamity and adverfity ? Let us diligently read it, and de- 
youtly dich its contents, and it will be a‘light to our feet, and 
a lamp’to our path. Have you, Sophia, nothing to fay on this 
fubjeét ? 

Sophia. Yes, my dear, I have many things; but I am afraid 
0. open my mouth. 

Lucinda, 
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Lucinda. Why, my dear, are you afraid to fpeak? Has not 
God opened your heart fince the laf acer and will you 
not now open your lips and praife him for the benefit of his 
word? Has not the evidence you have lately received of the 
divinity of fcripture been the occafion of imcreafing your con- 
viction, and the occafion of your converfion, as we humbly hope 
and truft ? - 

Sophia. O Lucinda, if you were more acquainted with the 
wickednefs of my heart, you would be leis confident of my con- 
verfion. I] am afraid to fay that 1 am Chrilt’s difciple. The 

rofetlion of many, and their fubfequent lives, make me trem- 
bile when 1 think about my fuppofed converfion. AH I can fay 
is this: when I readthe Bible I think I love God’s charaéer, 
abhor myfelf, and can fubmillively lie at his feet and beg for 
mercy im the name of Chrift. 

Lucinda. Tf you can fay this uprightly, yeu can fay as much 
as other Chriftians. 

Sophia. O, my dear, I fay it with a trembling heart. I am 
afraid of myfelf. 

Lucinda, Very well; it is common 1 believe for God’s chil- 
dren to both hope and rejoice with trembling: for their fins 
are like great mountains, and their virtues like little fands. 

Sophia. ‘The beft evidence I poffefs of renovation is an in- 
creafing efteem for the Bible. The divinity of feripture fills me 
with the deepeft reverence, if I can read my own heart. The 
Lord grant me grace to ftudy and improve it: for the days of 
my childhoed.and youth have been days of vanity indeed. The 
morning and bloom of my life have been fpent foolifhly : and 
I hope all God’s children will pray that I may have grace to 


redeem my time. I have cleared my clofet, Lucinda, of thofe’ 


idle tales with which I ufed to beguile myfelf and you and 
other thoughtlefs aflociates, and have furnifhed it with books 
which correfpond with the {cripture. 

Eufebia. We rejoice to hear it: but pleafe to remember, So- 
phia, that there is no religion m books. The Bible itfelf is but 
a dead letter to thofe who are deftitute of drvme love. It is 
the religion of the heart which will be called for at God’s tribu- 
nal, and not the contents of books. Between the Bible and a 
‘new heart there is a levely correfpondence ; but between the 
Bible and the finner’s heart there is no 

Sophia. 1 am fenfible of it: and henalt j in the view of much 


corruption of heart, I often fear that my converfion is fpurious. . 


Theophilus. Charity hopeth all ey : and we will at pre- 
fent hope you are renewed; and wait for the precious fruits of 


godlineis. If you are the fubje& of grace, you will grow in 
goers : “ For the path of the juft is as the fhining light, which 
$ 


Fidsha. 


brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.” 
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- Fidelia. While we enjoy the word of God, and poffefs am- 
ple evidence of its divinity, are we not under the greatelt obli- 
gations to pray and exert all our influence.that it may have free 
courfe, and in a peculiar manner run and be glorified among 
the heathen nations? Were we real Chriftians, what. would 
be our exercifes, if our parents, brothers and fifters were now 
in the midit of pagan darknels, offering facrifice to demons and 
inanimate things? Should.we not defire to fee them difmiffed 
from favage tribes, and conduéted into the aflembly of Chrii- 


- tians?) We are at no lofs for ananfwer. Every meafure, even 


at the rifk of life, would be ufed to blefs thofe with the light of 
the gofpel. But paufe a moment. Are not all the human 


‘Face our relatives? Are we not bound to love them as our- 


felves? ‘The golden rule of rectitude teaches us to treat others 
as we fhould wifh, on an exchange of conditions, they would 
treat us. Can we, then, do lefs than ufe every method to dif- 
fufe the light of the gofpel among the millions of thofe who 
are deftitute of it? Like thofe females who in there appropri- 
ate iphere made preparations for the Tabernacle, we can fur- 
nith fomething which is ufeful for faithful Miffionaries. Let 
each filter, then, like Dorcas and other female helpers in the 
church of God, make her offering to fupport the Miflionary in- 
tercft. The Bible is full ‘of the moft noble a¢tions of pious 
women : and fhall we be idle? Shall we be negligent at fuch a 
day as this, when Miffionary Societies invite our influence and 
aid? We will not make a high eftimate of our ability, nor 
compare ourfelves with Efther and her pious maidens: but 
who knows that fome of our feeble fex are not raifed up at the 
prefent day to honour God, and blefs the fouls of heathens, by 
exerting ourfelves to promote the intereft of gofpel miflions ? 
Shall we not, in the ftrength of the mighty God of Jacob, make 
the attempt ? 

Theodore. We thank Fidelia for her compafiion on the hea- 
thens. It is hoped the fubjec&t we have examined has impref- 
fed the minds of others, The ineffable value of the {cripture 
is a fufficient motive to excite us all to exert our influence to 
enlighten the ignorant Savages. 

Clerus. It affords me the moft fublime pleafure to hear you 
talk of the importance of gofpel miffions. It is a fubject which 
mutt deeply intereft the friends of truth. How fhall we meet 
the heathen at the barf God, if we now neglect the falvatioa 


[To be continued. } 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF HANNAH. 


“ God hath chofen the foolifo things of the world to confound the wife ; 
and God hath chofen the, weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty 3. and bafe things of tbe world, and things 
which are defpifed, hath-God chofen, yea, and things which are nots 
to bring to nought things that ave 3 that no ficlo joould glory ia his 
prefence. < 


ANNAH was a very fimple young woman. Her natural 
abilities and her education were below mediocrity. Her 
fituation was fuch'that fhe had only a few acquaintances. She 
faw and heard but little of what takes place in the world. Ac- 
cordingly her knowledge was confined within a very {mall com- 
pafs. "The language fhe had been taught was uncommonly 
plain. She could neither fpeak nor underftand half te words 
in ordinary ufe. 

Hannah was a cripple. In the midft of youth a fevere fick- 
nefs vifited her, and feparated he from thofe gaieties and vain 
amufements which are the common delight and ruin ef young 
_ people. For more than twelve years, if I.miftake not, fhe was 
unable to walk or ftand. A confiderable part of the time the 
was under the care of phyficians. Her pains were oiten ex- 
treme, 

Still fhe was induftrious. She ufed to fit up, fometimes in her 
bed {upported by pillows, at other times in a chair; and, when 
free trom diftrefling pain, bufily employed her time in needie- 
work, in which, confidering her advantages, fhe excelled. 

It feems that Hannah’s afilictions had, through the divine 
blefling, a falutary influence upon her mind. ‘lhe following 
things are mentioned, as evidence of her piety. I begin with 
her conteniment and patience. She was pleafed with her confine- 
ment, and,even. with her fickneis. She thought herlelf highly 
favoured in being thus afflicted. Remembering how thought- 
lefs and vain fhe was while in health, and teeing others as 
thoughtlefs as fhe once was, fhe viewed it as the ereateft kind- 
nefs; that God had taken away her health. Sometimes, in her 
unaffected fimplicity, fhe expretled great unwillingnefs to be 
freed from ficknefs and pain ; fearimg the fhould, in that cafe, 
get out of the blefeil way 3 which was her phrafe for a ferious, 
godly life.. She habitually difcovered a calm, patient {pirit in 
her greateft fufferings, and fometimes manifefted gratitude, that 
God would take fo much notice of her as to corre her. When 
the reafon of her contentment was inquired after, it was found 
to be the all-directing providence of a wile, jut and gracious 
God. It was God’s will: that made the day of advertity wel- 
come to her. 2 

Eve ; fhe 
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She appeared deeply fenfible of her own unworthine/s and vilenefs, 
as a finner. She often {poke of it as matter of wonder “ how 
God could look upon fuch a poor, vile creature as fhe was.’® 
She evidently felt, that hell was her proper defert, and that no- 
thing but great mercy could fave her. Once fhe intimated how 
dreadful it would be to be caft off at afi. On being afked 
why it appeared fo dreadful, fhe burft into tears, and faid, fhe 
could not bear to think of parting with “ that bleffed, lovely Be- 
ing.”? 

She was fenjible of the evil of fin in others. She was grieved at 
the condu& of carelefs finners, and wondered how they could 
go on, and fin againit “ that blefled Lord.” It was not unufual 
for her to weep, when fhe obferved mifconduc&t in thofe around 
her. Sin was her burden wherever fhe faw it. 

' Hannah appeared to be the fubject of Chriftian love. She fre- 
quently {poke ef God’s being lovely and glorious. Chrift was 
infinitely excellent in her view. She placed her heart upon 
him, and chote to be wholly in his hands. ‘The charatter and 
ways of God feemed to be the fubje& of her daily and moft de- 
lightful meditation. She loved the Bible, kept it always near 
her, and, confidering her imfirmities, read it very diligently. 
She had an ardent affection for minifters of the gofpel. Happy 
in her ignorance, fhe looked upon them all, without exception, to be 
the faithful friends of Chrift. She no fooner faw a mintfter, than 
her love was kindled ; for her pious thoughts immediately flew 
to Jefus, whofe image, the fuppofed, was to be feen in all his 
profefled fervants. : 

It was obferved tlrat religious converfation and prayer gene- 


_ rally put her into a very pleafant and delightful frame, which 


fhe manifefted by remarkable mildnefs and fweetnefs in her coun- 
tenance and words. The exercifes of Chriftian fociety in her 
room filled her foul with joy and delight. 

I fhall now briefly mention the clofing fcene. I visited her 
fabbath evening. It was thought her laft moments drew near. 
‘Though her bodily diftrefs was great, fhe appeared able to 
command her feelings, and to devote her mimd to religious con- 
verfation. Soon after I went in, fhe told me, fhe feared that 
the had, in the time of her ficknefs, fometimes felt uneafy, and 
ipoken impatient words. She was grieved at the remembrance 
of any degree of impatience, in hertelf, which, how great foev- 
er her afflicton had been, fhe efteemed very finful. She wifhed 
us to pray that God would forgive her. She feemed to have 
much clearer views of divine things, than had been ufual. In 
aniwer to a queftion which was put, fhe faid, “ Six or feven 
vears ago I was a poor, foolifh, wicked creature, and did not 
know that God could do any thing with me”? Her meaning 
was, the did not fce how God could fave fuch a finner as the 


was. 
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was. I fuggelted to her, that if fhe were a real friend to Jefus, 
fhe would toon go into the fociety of faints and angels. ‘ Ah,” 
fhe faid, ‘I have fometimes thought I could not be in fuch 
bleffed company, 1 am fuch a vile creature.” Her mind, a lit- 
tle after, appeared to be in a fupplicating frame, which fhe 
manifefted in fuch pious breathings as thefe; “J do wifb and 
pray, if it be the bleffed will of the Lord, that I may bein heaven, that 
_ bleffed place. But if it is not his bleffed will, I can’t find any fault. 
Tt would be right, if his bleffed will /hould be fo.” She faid the had 
been trying for a long time “ to throw off that vile finfulnefs,” 
and hoped fhe fhould be perfectly delivered at death. Though 
very defirous to die, fhe exprefled her willingnefs “ to lie down,” 
as long as God pleafed, and bear what he fhould lay upon her 
without any hard thoughts of him. She thought it wonderful, 
that he fhould be “ fo kind and faithful to fuch a worthlefs {in- 
nér.” ‘Fhen fhe appeared in a kind of pious rapture, wifhing 
and hoping “to be with the blefled Lord, and to praife him 
forever and ever.” Juft before I left her, fhe turned to me, and 
faid, I with and long that you, fir, and father, and mother, and 
brothers, and fifter, and friends, may praife that blefled Lord 
forever and ever, ever and ever, Amen.”? I faw her no moge. 
The next morning, when there was but a ftep betwixt her and 
death, fhe faid, that Jefus feemed near to her, and fhe was fil- 
led with joy. 

“¢ I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and revealed them un- 
to babes. Leven fo, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight.” 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. It plainly appears, that every argument urged againft the 
dod&rine of fovercign grace in the falvation of finners may with equal 
force be urged againft the di/penfations of Providence. That doc- 
trine is no more liable to objection, than many events which actu- 
ally take place. In this, and in other things, the word and 
providence of God exactly harmonize, and happily illuftrate each 
other. He that attentively reads the volume of divine provi- 
dence and the volume of revelation finds an agreement between 
them, and clearly fees, that none can {peak againft what God 

Says in his word, without {peaking againit what he does in bis pro- 
vidence. , 

2. How great is the power of religion! The proud, harden- 
ed finner is courageous while danger and death are diftant ; 
but when they come near, he turns pale.. His ftrength fails; 
his heart is full of difmay. But the weakeft, the moft. trem- 
bling believers meet death with compofure. And no. wonder : 
an Almighty Friend isnear. They truft in everlafting ftrength. 
Jehovah is their refuge. Death comes to put an end to their 
dorrows, and bring them to God, their exceeding joy. 


3. All 
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3. All the fubjetts of religion are one in heart. The exercife 
of Chriftian piety. is fubftantially the fame in all. Believers of 
thé greatefl natural pewers and the higheft attainments in 
knowledge harmonize, in moral feeling, with the leaft in the king- 
dom of heaven. Before God ‘all natural diltin@ions difappear. 
Men of fublime genius, of extenfive learning, of refined taile, of 
lofty fpirits, if they woul@ ever fee falvation, muft come down 
before the Lord, and feel as the poor finner feels, when he re- 
pents, and humbly Cries, * Behold, 1am vile ; God be merci- 
ful to me a finner.’ 

THE EDITORS. | 
We thank our brother for the preceding narrative. I¢ is fim- 
ple and fublime, and will, we hope, Eaduce miniters efpecially 
to be peculiarly. attentive. to the feeble fheep and lambs of 
Chriit’s flock. The grace of God thines gloricu/ly in the falva- 
tion of & Newton, and more glorioufly, it poffible, in the falvation 
of a fimple female. To love. thofe whom Chrift loves, whether 


rich or poor, learned er imple, is. one of the belt marks of 
grace. 












®@ | PTHEORY INFL § PRACTICE. 
mY BLL Lucins, itis heped, you are convinced 


that theory has influence on practice. 

Lucius. ‘Pray what has taken pice which revives the fub- 
ject ? 

Junius... The duel by thofe young men with whom we ‘lately 
converfed, who held that men have a, right to terminate their 
lives when and in what manner they pleafe. 

Lucius. Yt have heard that one of them was fhot through the 
heart, and that the other {8 ‘mortally wounded. , I am. forry 
for their folly: but how docs this event affedt my theory of 
fentiment ? 

Funius. Surely it does: for you contend that if a man con- 
duds properly, fe is indifferent what fentiments he embraces. 

Lucms. You injure me, Junius: I do not think it a miatter 
of indifference whether a man holds that he has a right to take 
away his.own life ; for felf-murder is wrong, and ought to be 
reprobated by all. 

Funius. | If. { have mifapprehended you, pleafe to put me 
right. ; e 

Lucius, My opinion is this, “as ptevioufly fated :* we muft 
all act Fighely, whatever be our opifions and fentiments: and” 
if we dé what is right, it is of little confequence what we think 
ielative to doftrines.” 

Fuuius, 1 undeéritand yon ‘as I did at firft. This is your 

ttt we mult ac oe Marly, “but'that it is a matter of 
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no confequence; what fentiments and opinions we entertain rela... 


tive to our adions. Your the eory evidently fuppofes that nei- 
ther good fentuument mor a-,good conicience is neceflary. Why 
do you not affert.at once, that a man may be a good a ll 
who. wholly difcards the gofpel revelation ; and religious, who 
denies God’s exiftence ? 

Lucius. 1s it poffible.? am T reduced tO this? 

Funiys. Judge foryourfelf : but pleafe to remember, it is a 


matter of inditterence whether you judge rightly or wrongly,. 


provided you aét confiftently. 

Lucius. . But how is it poilible to act confiftently while. my 
conicience and judgment difapprove and condemn my _ ac- 
trons ? 

Junius. 1 am fure I cannot tell: for all good ations are 
confonant with the dictates of ‘a good confcience: when we act 
confiftently our confcience and hearts harmonize. The good 
man keeps a.confcience void of offence by doing what {fhe ai- 
lows.and enjoins, and not what fhe forbids. 

Ziucius. mult confefs that my theory is wrong. Inflead of 
its being wainterefling what fentiments we entertain, or what con- 
{cibnee we poffefs, it is Aighly interefing that we entertain “juft 
{entiments, and a good confcience. 

‘Funius. 1 am glad you are-fo capable of conviction: and 
I hope you will neyer recur to that dangerous precipice whence 
thoufands a: i leaped into endlefs ruin. 

_ Lucius. I confels my error, and wilh to fee the dangerous 
confe aie & itexpofed. Alas! it is impoflible for a man 
to do his duty while he performs what his rightly informed 
conicience tells him is forbidden by God. 

Funius. As it not a fact that men allow themfelves in thofe 
actions which they think are lawful and right ? Did not Pha- 
raoh retain Hrael becaufe he thought it was right? Did not 
the heathens in the days.of Mofes practife idolatry becaufe they 
thought it was right? Did not the Jews reject and kill the 
Meffiah becaufe they thought him an impoftor? Did notSaul 
perfecute Chriftians becaufe he confidered them pernicious 
charaéters? Do not Arians, Socinians and Unitarians reject the 
divinity of Chrift becaufe they believe that he is but acreature? 
Do not Arminians and Antinomians embrace Chrift on the 
priiciple of felf love, becaufe they difbelieve the doGrine of im- 
partial, difinterefted affection ? 

f afk again: Do not the Univerfalifts live in a carnal and 
catelih mainer becanfe they believe that they fhall be finally 


happy? And'do.not all good men carefully live according to | 


the injunttions: of the gofpel becaufe they believe that without 


holinefs no man will fée'the Lord? In a word: have we not’ 


all the evidence which the nature of the cafe affords, that the 
fentiments 
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fentiments and opinions of men have great influence on their 
conduc ? 

Lucius. It cannot be denied, for the fact is notorious; and 
the fcripture informs us that evil communication corrupts good 
manners. The wrong practice of the world is partly owing, at 
Jeaft, to the erroneous tenets and opinions which are enter- 
tained. 


Funius. Uf this then is the fact, that men are more or lefs. 


under the influence of opinions and fentiments, what is our du- 
ty? 

Lucius. The path of daty is plain ; but I will thank you to 
point it ont, for 1 am but a learner. 

Funius. We mutt read the Bible with impartial hearts, and 
afcertain the real fentiments of Infpiration. The practice of 
the noble Bereans is worthy of adoption: for they fearched the 
{criptures daily. The word of God teaches us what aétions 
to omit, and what to perform; what fentiments to embrace, 
and what to reje& ; what examples to imitate, and what to 
avoid. If we adopt this method, we fhall be wife, and God 
will approve our conduct ; but if we neglect and difregard the 
Bible, we have nothing to expe& but error and darknefs and de- 
ftruction. 

Lucius. 1 defire to be thankful for this converfation. My 
mind is enlightened. In confequence of being impreffed with 
Zeveral authors which fell into my hands, I imbibed the opinion 
which you have expofed. 1 foolifily thought that much atten- 
tion to fentiment was needlefs: but while Chrift and his apof- 
tles call me to fearch the fcriptures, and try the fpirits; while I 
fee that men are greatly influenced by their opinions and theories 
of fentiment; I hope by the grace of God to reform. O how 
dangerous the opinion that it is a matter of indifference what 
opinions we embrace and entertain ! 

Funius. Surely it is dangerous; for God imprefies men with 
good fentiments to promote holinefs ; and the adverfary impref- 
tes men with bad fentiments to promote fin. 

The Lord guide us both; and make his word a light to our 
feet, and a lamp to our path, 

a 


ANECDOTE OF A COLLIER. w 

A COLLIER, being examined as to his religious principles, 
was afked what it was that he believed. He anfwered, 

I believe what the church believes. The other rejoined, What 
then does the church believe? He replied readily, The church 
believes what J believe. The other, defirous if poffible to bring 
him to particulars, once more refumed his inquiry: Tell me 
then, I pray you, whatis it you.and the church both believe? 
Flis anfwer was, Why truly, Sir, the church and I both believe 
the /ame thing. RELIGIOUS 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Particulars refpeGing the late Revival of Religion in Holles. 
[ Continued from page 62.) 

S the attention to religion increafed, the number of thofe 
A who attended divine worfhip increafed. ‘Though during 
the winter travelling was difficult, yet on Sabbath days the 
houfe of Ged, and, on other days im the week, the place ap- 
pointed for conference, was crowded with attentive hearers. 

Some by one motive, and fome by another, were excited to 
attend the means of inftruGion, before they realized any con- 
viction of fin. 

It appears from the teftimony of the hopeful fubjects of 
é race, that their minds were firft impreffed, either in the houfe 
\ ef God by the word preached, or at a conference by a particu- 
| hr application of truth to the confcience. 
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. The utility of religious conferences, in connexion with a 
|, preached gofpel, was very manifeft. In one part of the town, 
where the young people were more given to vanity, and were | 
more inattentive to religious inftruction, than in any other, | 
there were but few mitances of fpecial attention, and not one 
among the youth, till after a weekly conference was appoimted 
m that neighbourhood. At the firft conference, profeflors dar- 
ed not give much encouragement for the continuance of a . 
weekly conference there ; for they faid it was not probable the 
youth would attend. It was, however, continued ; and m the 
courfe of a few weeks there was a more general attention among 
the youth, than im any other neighbourhood in the town.— 
Similar, though not fo vifible, were the effects of conferences 
in general. Some, who feldom attended public worfhip on the 
Sabbath, who violently oppofed conferences, faid, they were by 
fome motives, they knew not what, excited to attend a confer- j 
ence ; and, when they came, they were afhamed to be feen, and 
afraid of being fpoken to ; but before they returned, were folemn- 
ly impreffed with a fenfe of their guilty, perifhing condition.— 
Then was realized, by the friends of truth, the fulfilment of this | 
= : “ And many people thall £0, and fay, Come ye, and Bi 
et us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and-to the houfe of 1 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we ina 
will walk m his paths.” "4 
The divine influence was evidently manifefted in exciting 4% 
thofe who oppofed themfelves, to attend on the means which 
they had before defpifed, m applying thofe truths which they 
had denied, and in conviting and converting finners, by that 
gofpel which was to them foolifhnefs. The excellency of the 
power was, vilibly, of God and not of man. Thofe who felt 
the power of godlinefs freely acknowledged that it was not in 
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the power of man to give them fuch an‘underftanding, realizing 
fente of. thofe truths, which had been the moft obnoxious and 
offenfive to them, or make them believe that their hearts were 
fo fully ict in them to'dovevil. They confefled, that the Spirit 
of God fet home divine truth to their. confcienees, and forged 
conviction on their minds, contrary to their defires, and: insop- 
polition to every feeling of their hearts ;~ that they were, not 
frightened, as fome thought, neither were their. paflions moved 
by fiGious, vain imaginations ; but, inva -rational. view tof the 
extent and purity of the holy law of God, they faw, and realiz- 
ed, that every imagination of the thoughts of their hearts. was 
only evil continually. ail | 

‘The truth: of this eonfefion: was not. ‘practically denied by 
any diforder, nor by any exceflive vent of the:anmmal pafiions ; 
but it was evidenced to all beholders by their external deport- 
ment, and by their filent, penfive folemnity in times, of. divine 
fervice, .No imaginary views of -hell, of heaven or.of Chrift, 
but a rational belief of truth, applied to the.cqnicience, and a 
pungent conviction of. fin-and mifery, as they are expreffed in 
the holy feripturesj; attended this glorious work,: in proportion 
to the degree of divine influence. Some complained of hard- 
nefs of -heart and blindnefs of mind ; fomejofienormous guilt, 
having their fins fet in order before their eyes 3: fome of pride 
and felfifhnefs ; and all-of a heart totally. oppofed. to.God.— 
The regularity that was obferved, the rational affent to truth 
in thofe who had openly oppoied the dottrines of gra¢e, and the 
awful fenfe of {in exprefled by perfons of every defcription, re-. 
moved from the minds of many that prejudice which . they had 
imbibed againit revivals of religion ; and convinced:them that 
this was the work of God. Seme peérfons of difcernment, who 
had received very unfavourable ideas of fuch times of. refrefh- 
ing, by reafon of the diforder and. confufion which have. often 
been confidered \the:immediate effets: of divine power on the 
heart, faid, that the different-effects of ‘the Divine Spirit, now ex- 
hibited before their eyes, convinced them of their miftake, and 
led them to. ferious; and folemn, reflections... All thofe who 
cultlomarily attended. conferences were rationally convinced of 
the reality, importance and genuine . effects: of diftinguithing 
grace. And I cannot conceive that any perfon of fobriety, who 
was acquainted with the circumftances of this people, who un~ 
derftood the objections -and oppofition exprefled by many 
againft the leading truths of the gofpel, the vain confidence of 
the felf-righteous; and the refuges of lies under which the ftupid 
multitude concealed their yuilt, could. have:attended our con- 
ferences, and. have been. converfant with thofe under divine 
imprefiions, and not have been convinced themfelves that God 
by his Spirit was reproving of fin, .of righteoufnels, and-of judg- 
ment. 7 Arminians, 
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Arminians, univerfalifts and deifts might have feen their mo- 
ral character laid open before their eyes, their falfe reafoning 
expofed to view, and the grounds of their hope vanifhing before 
the clear light of truth. Thofe of a fimilar complexion, who, 
to evade the force of truth, abfented themfelves from public 
worfhip, and fhunned the company of their former aflociates,were 
unable to fecure their confciences from the piercing rays of di- 
vine light. The power of godlinefs was fo convincingly and 
fo vifibly expreifed, that they were compelled to feel and con- 
fefs its truth and energy, and, to the prefent time, they have evi- 
denced more or lefs of the ftings of an enlightened confcience. 
May God, by his grace, enable thofe who have paffed from 
death unto life, to let their light fo fhine before their former 
companions in wickednefs, that they may fee their good works, 
and glorify their Father which isin heaven. But a more par- 
ticular account of the operation ot the Spirit, in his convicting 
and converting influence, claims a place in this narrative. 

The firft noticeable effects of the Spirit on the mind, were, 2 
reformation in manners, and a ferious attention to the external 
duties of religion. All kinds of finfel practices, recreations and 
vain amufements were forfaken and difcarded by thofe under 
divine impreffions. Profane fwearing, falfehood and foolifh 
jefting were difcountenanced. ‘Tavern haunting and gambling 
were laid afide, and fobriety, truth and honefty were practiied. 
Religious conveffation took the lead in all companies, and 
morning and evening facrifices were offered in many families, 
who had lived without God in the world. This external retor- 
mation was the firft refort of thofe whofe confciences were awa- 
kened, by which they attempted to conceal their guilt, and re- 
move painful emotions from their own breaits. 

Perfons of every deicription fled to this ftrong hold for relief. 
Though it is more than probable, that fome who began in the 
Spirit, are now in their own view made perfect by the fleth ; 
yet, blefled be God, many were driven from thofe refuges of 
ties, and have, in the view of charity, fled for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope fet before them in the gofpel. ‘Theie were con- 
vinced of their fin and danger in trufting to their own works, 
by feeing more clearly the plague of the natural heart, and re- 
alizing, that as a man thinketh in his heart fo is he in the fight 
of God; that as the tree is fo is the fruit; that “an evil man 
out of the evil treafure of his heart bringeth forth evil things.” 
Finding their hearts altogether felfifh, and their affections cen- 
tring in perfonal happineis, in oppofition to the glory of God, 
they faw that in all their religious performances their only de- 
fign was, to fecure their own happinefs; that they fought their 
own, and not the things which are Jefus Chrifl’s. 
~ All expectations of happinefs arifing from their own works 
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while their hearts were at enmity again{t God, being now cut 
off, and realizing that even the “ plowing of the wicked is fin ;” 
and that “ without faith it is impoflible to pleafe God.;” their 
next attempt to extricate themfelves from tlie curie of the di- 
vine law, and reitore peace to their troubled minds, was to re- 
form their hearts.. Inftead of feeking falvation with penitent, 
believing hearts, in holy obedience to the will of God, they now 
prayed tor new hearts, hoping that God would hear their pray- 
ers, and deliver their fouls from death. 

_ “And here fome found a refling place, from which it is feared 
they have never removed. Relying on their prayers for falva- 
tion, inftead of trufting their fouls with Chrilt in the exercife of 
holy faith, they filenced their confciences, ftifled conviction, 
quenched the ‘Spirnt, and fettled down on their lees:. But many, 
whofe feet fer a time ftood on thefe flippery places, were fully 
taught, that the prayers of the wicked are abomination to the 
Lord, that God heareth not finners, nor calleth his ele& with a 
holy calling according to their works, but according to his own 
purpofe and grace, which was given them in Chrift Jefus be- 
tore the world began. So then it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that fheweth mercy. 

The truth of the above obfervations is evidenced by the ex- 
perience of many who have now a comfortable hope of falva- 
tion through Chrift Jeius. i 

The experience of one, as a fpecimen of may, it may not be 
improper briefly to narrate. He had to the age of filty years 
maintained a good moral character in the eyes of the world. 
But foon after the reformation began, his attention was more 
than ufually excited to the truth and importance of experimen- 
tal religion. And, pafling from one degree of impreflion to 
another, he was finally convinced that his morality would not 
fave him, that he was condemned by the moral law, and that he 
was {wiftly deicending the awful precipice to blacknefs of dark- 
nefs. After pafling one wakeful night with a certain fearful 
jooking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which fhall de- 
vour the adverfaries, he retired in the morning for devotion. 
In the midf of his devotion, Chrift, in anfwer to his prayer, as 
he then thought, delivered his foul from death, and infured him 
falvation, His grief and mourning were inftantly turned into 
joy and gladnefs. He immediately fent a very urgent requeft 
to me to.come and fee him. Accordingly I went. And after 
pafling the ufual falutation he requefted me, with great anima- 
tion, to rejoice and praiie God with him for what he had done 
for his foul, adding, Chriit has appeared for ifuch a poor crea- 
ture as I am, and granted mefalvation. He then rehearied to. 
me his expericace the preceding evening and morning. , 
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' T afked him to relate to me the ground of his prefent joy and 
hope 2 His anfwer was, Chrift has appeared for me and deliv- 
¢red my foul from death. Do you love Chrift? Yes. Why 
do you lovehim? Becaufe he Nas appeared for me. Should 
you love him if you did not think he meant to fave you? No. 
After fpending a few moments in this manner of converfation, 
] laboured to convince him that Chrift was lovely in himfelt 
eonfidered, and efteemed by Chriftians the chief among ten 
thoufands, altogether lovely, not merely becaufe they though t 
he would fave them, but becaufe he is the brightnefs of the Fa- 
ther’s glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon; and that a 
perfon in the exercife of holy affection would love Chrift even 
if he knew he fhould perifh. I told him [had reafon to fear that 
his prefent joy proceeded from felfifh motives, and wholly de- 
pended on a hope of being delivered from mifery ; that all wick- 
ed beings would love Chrift in the fame fenfe he did, if they could 
make themfelves believe that Chriit would fave them, and that 
their joy would be in proportion to the forrow that preceded 
it. This appeared to deftroy his hope, abate his joy, and excite 
painful emotions. Ina fhort time after he difcovered the ground 
of his deception, faw more clearly the oppofition of his heart 
to God, realized the moral deformity of impenitent prayers, felt 
his dependence, and hopefully accepted the punifhment of his 
fins, fubmitted to divine juftice, and trufted in Chrift for falva- 
tion. All who were the hopeful fubjeéts of {pecial grace, have 
been, as they thought, not only convinced that an external re- 
formation with an impenitent heart could avail them nothing ; 
but alfo that their carnal minds were as mtich at enmity againft 
the gofpel as againft God; that they were not converted in 
an{fwer to their impenitent prayers, but according as they were 
chofen in Chrift before the foundation of the world, that they 
fhould be holy and without blame before God in love. Pre- 
vioufly to a renovation of heart, they have in a meafure realized 
their dependence and criminality in connexion with each other; 
their entire dependence on the atonement of Chrift for juftifica- 
tion, and on the Divine Spirit for a renovation of heart. No 
one in this fituation attempted to juftify himfelf, or plead his 
dependence as an excufe for impenitence and unbelief : but all 
approved the divine law, condemned themfelves, and acknow- 
jedged, that the gofpel terms of falvation were reafonable and 
juft. All with whom I converfed while in this condition, con- 
feffed, that they were juftly condemned to everlafting perdition, 
and felt themfelves finking under the awful difpleafure of a 
holy God, but had no inclination to repent and receive falva- 
tion as a free gift. 

Though fome had a more realizing, painful view of thefe 
truths than others, yee all appeared to underftand and ree 
them 
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them fo far as to defpair of falvation, till, by the fovereign 
race of God, they were made willing in the day of his power. 
hey, generally, experienced a more rational, painful conviction 
of fin, than I ever before faw under divine operation. 

The greater part of the middle aged, and upward, and of 
the moft moral, and underftanding, had fuch an asvful fenfe of 
the enmity of their hearts to God and the gofpel, that they 
could fcarcely fuftain their burdens. The fpirits of fome were 
fo depreffed, and their bodies fo debilitated, that to human ap- 
pearance they could not have lived but a fhort time without re- 
lief. While in this ftage of conviction, their paflions were un- 
moved, their hearts hardened in unbelief, and their fouls tor- 
mented in view of the divine character and government. The 
confideration that they were in the hands of a fin-hating and fin- 
avenging God, who was perfectly acquainted with all their 
iniguities, and who conftantly faw the oppoiition of their hearts 
to himfelf, was inconceivably diftrefling and painful to them.— 
Yet they were fenfible that they could not efcape his fearching 
eye, nor free their fouls from his fovereign hand. Their feel- 
ings cannot be better exprefled than m the words of David : 
«* Whither fhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither fhall 1 flee 
from thy prefence? If 1 afcend into heaven, thou art there : 
if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there : if I fay, fure- 
ly the darknefs fhall cover me, even the night hall be light 
about me: yea, the darkneis hideth not from thee ; but the 
night fhineth as the day : the darknefs and the light are both 
alike to thee.” In this trying period, they were taught by 
painful experience the truth of Chriit’s words: “ Ye will not 
come to me that ye might have life;” “ No man can come to 
me except the Father who hath fent me draw him.” Finding 
their hearts totally oppofed to God, and the condition on which 
{alvation is offered in.the gofpel, they faw that nothing fhort of 
the exceeding greatnefs of divine power could bow their wills 
to the obedience of Chrift. Even when all hopes of happinefs 
were cut off, and they were convinced that they muft inevita- 
bly perifh except they exercifed repentance towards God, and 
faith in Jefus Chrift, yet their hearts were totally oppofed to 
this, and would not that Chrift fhould reign over them. 

Feeling their criminality, not only for hating the character 
and government.of God, but alfo for hating Chrift without a 
caufe, and for refufing to come to him for life, they found 
themfelves in the hands of a fovereign God as clay in the hands 
of the potter, liable every moment to fall under the weight of 
his difpleafure. The firft relief they obtained was in the exer- 
cife of unconditional fubmiffion to divine juftice, and a cordial 
confent to.be atthe difpofal of a righteous Judge. The altera- 
tion which they then perceived in their feelings was, approba- 
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tion'in heart ‘to the character and government ‘of God, and.2 
willingnefs to truft themfelves, with the whole univerfe, in his 
hands. In the view which they had of the beauty and excellen- 
cy of divine objects, they loft fight of their perfonal happinefs, 
which they had previoufly fought, and gave their whole atten- 
tion to the glory of God and the general good of his kingdom. 
At firft they had no knowledge of an intereft in Chrift ; neither 
did they perceive any more ground of hope for their own falva- 
tion than before. Some faid they were afraid they had loft 
their conviction, and were #eturning to their former ftupidity ; 
others faid, they ftill felt themfelves expofed to hell, but that 
the law was holy, God righteous, and they were willing he 
fhould do his pleafure. They rejoiced that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth, that they were under his moral govern- 
ment, and that he worketh all things according to the counfel 
of his own will. Perceiving that they hated thofe things they 
once loved, and loved thofe things they once hated, and that 
they could willingly truft their fouls with Chrift, they gradually 
obtained a hope that they had pafied from death unto life.— 
But there were fome whofe apparent refignation to divine 
fovereignty was attended with more clear difcoveries of the 
beauty of holinefs, of the way of life through a crucified Re- 
deemer, and with a more fudden tranfition from darknefs to 
light. Though there wasa difference in the degree of .convic; 
tion, of light and knowledge, in the minds of thofe who felt the 
power of godlinefs on their hearts ; yet there was no difference 
in the nature of fubmiffion, nor in the eflence of holy affection 
which followed. All confented to abfolute, unreferved fub- 
miffion to the will of God, as the reafon of the hope that is 
within them, and to difinterefted affection, as the only trait in 
their prefent character by which it is diftinguifhed from their 
former. They have profefledly eftablifhed their hope in «he 
exercife of this holy love, which denies felf, takes up the crofs, 
and follows Chritft. -ELI SMITH. 
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Extra of a leiter froma refpcfable clergyman, to his friend, dated 
Elizabeth Town, N. F. Fune 17th, 1803. . 
Very Dear Sir, 

A FTER arriving at New-York, through divine favour, in 

KX health and fafety, I haftened to join my Brethern here in 
a great meeting, the firft held in this State, and I have juft return- 
ed from beholding one of the moft interefting and glorious 
fcenes which mortals are permitted to witnefs. 

The meeting was at Bottle Hill, a place where in my youth I 
{pent near two years in ftudies ; it began on Tuefday, and con- 
tinned till Wednefday evening ; it took place by a general 

agreement 
> 
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reement of the Prefbyterians in this circle. Twenty-three 
Minifters were prefent, and an immenfe concourfe of peeple 
from all parts of two populous counties. The venerable Dr. 
M‘Whorter prefided. The people divided to two ftands, one 
at the meeting heufe, the other in the fields, and though the 
effects in kind were not different from what we ufually obferve 
at feafons of reformation, yet, to me, many things appeared 
rare and unufual. The exercifes without exception were in 2 
moft peculiarly true and elevated ftyle, and were kept up with- 
out flagging, yea, appeared to rife from firft to laft. There was, 
more than ever I had feen in Chriftian affemblies, the appear- 
ance of an army with banners. Among the faints there was a 
peculiar trembling of holy fear, and at the fame time child- 
like confidence with refped& to the iffue: they appeared to meet 
with all thofe emotions which arife from being impelled by a 
fenfe of duty, to take fuch fteps as would raife high on public 
ground an expeéation, which nothing but the fpecial prefence 
of the Lord Jehovah would anfwer. And they were not difap- 
pointed: peace was given which paffeth knowledge, the Spirit 
to cry Abba Father, and the fulnefs of the blefling of the gof- 
pel was poured upon them ; the fellowfhip of the Spirit and 
confolation of the Holy Ghoft abounded. Many finners were 
manifeftly touched with the arrows of convittion. After being 
on the ground fo long, the aflembly reluctantly broke up, and, 
as the greater part drew off, it was affecting to fee thofe more 
deeply imprefied, ftill without motion, fcarce looking around 
them, as if chained to the ground. Among the minilters were 
fome of the firft talents, their hearts glowing with devotion, 
their minds with eloquence, and their tongues made as the pens 
of ready writers. ‘They appeared as flames of fire. One pre- 
fent, Mr. Finly, of Batkingridge, lately received feventy perfons 
into his church in one day; others have received large num- 
bers. ‘Thefe, my brother, are wonderful things ; we live in 
wonderful days. 
Extra& from a Vermont paper. 
GREEADBLE to previous notice given, a large affembly, 
for the worfhip of God, convened near Dorfet meeting 
houle, on ‘Tuefday laft, and continued the exercifes through that 
day and the evening with much folemnity ; the number attend 
ing was eftimated at fifteen hundred. On Wednefday morning 
religious exercifes were refumed, and fupported with apparently 
increafing fervour, with two fhort intervals, through the day. 
Towards evening the attendants from.a diftance generally with- 
drew, after which the refidue, forming Rill a thronged audience 
for the meeting houle, attended an evening leture from the 
aged Mr. Marthal, and continued in folemn exhortation, inte- 
selting conference, earneft fupplication, and ardent praife, until 
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alate hour. This evening, at funfet, the returns made to the 
editor of the numbers withdrawn, by gentlemen who obliging- 
ly ftationed themfelves at the turn of the toads to afcertain the 
amount of the concourfe attending, brought them to fifteer 
hundred and twenty-nine ; and from the appearance of num- 
bers then around the ftage, uncounted, it rs prefumed that the 
whole number could not have been lefs than two thouidand. 

Amidft this great aflembly folemnity was univerially preva- 
lent; kindnefs dignified the refidents in the neighbourhood, hofpi- 
tality was univerfal, and even apparently produced emulation ; 
accomodation was aimed at by the houfeholders, to avoid trou- 
ble bythe diftant attendants, and to enjoy the fcene, by the whole 
collectively. Thus to aid and be aided in their progrefs heavens 
ward, was apparently the defire of the aflembled multitude. 

In the courfe of the exercifes, fermons were delivered from the 
texts following, and by the perfons named, viz. A fermon from 
Luke xiv. 23 :—And the Lord faid unto the fervant, go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my houfe may be 

Jilied ; preached by Mr. Proudfit, of Cambridge, Newyork: A 

fermon from Pfalm I. verfe 6 :—And the heavens fhall declare his 
righteoufiefs ; by Mr. Spaulding: A: fermon from Hofea xiii. 
9 :—0 Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf, but in me is thy help ; by Mr. 
Haynes, of Rutland: A fermon from Job i. 11 :—JDut put forth 
thy hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curfe thee to thy 
face.; by Mr. Hall, of Granville, Newyork: and a fermon from 
Gencelis xxiv. 29 :—And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with 
my majler, tell me, and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand 
or to the left; by Mr. Spaulding. 

The animation of the fcene, throughout, was great, the gene- 
ral fatisfaction apparent, and the power of divine truth hopeful- 
ly and extenfively operative. A ftage was erected, under fome 
fhade trees, nearly fronting the meeting houfe, around which 
feats were arranged, as conveniently as poflible, for the audience. 
The air was ferene and the weather pleafant during the exercifes, 
and not the leaft accident occurred to interrupt the felicity of 


the fcene, except the fainting of two perfons may be deemed fuch, 








ee rrea 
ANECDOTE. 


A LADY, who had been long in the fafhionable world, by 

hearing Mr. Whitefield preach, became a very conitant 
attender, and appeared under deep conviction of fin, and great 
concern about the falvation of her foul. She afked him as to 


the propriety of her attending public places of amufement, — 


card parties, &c. His anfwer was, “‘ Madam, get converted, 
and thea alk /uch queffions.” ae 
POETRY: 
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POET R Y. 


. THE CONCEITED FLY. 


A ones in the charming month of 
May, 

(No matter, critic, for the day) 

When Phebus had his noon attain’d, 

And in his blaze of glory reign’d, 

A Fry, as gay ase’er was feen, 

Clad o’er in azure, jet, and green, 

Gay, for his part, as birthday beau, 

Whote foul is vanifh'd into fhow, 

On. Paux’s fam’d temple chanc’d to 

light, 

Vo eale his long, laborious flight. 

There, as his optics gaz’d areund, 

An inch or two their utmoft bound, 

He thus began :—** Men vainly tell 

How they in works of tkill excel ; 

This edifice they proudly thow, 

To prove what human art cando. 

*Tis all acheat—before my eyes 

What infinite diforders rife ! 

Here hideous cavities appear, 

And broken precipices there ¢ 

They never us'd the plane or line, 

But jumbled heaps without defign.”” 


He ceas’d,- contemptuous ; and, as 
Fvies 

Difcera with microfcopic ey ess 
From what he faw he reafon’d right : 
But how inadequate his ‘fight 
To mark the bailding from its bafe, 
‘The pillar-pomp, the fculptur’d grace, 
The dome, the crofs, the golden ball, 
Much lefs the grand refult of all ! 


So impiousW rts, with proud difdain, 
Repemetion’s hidden ways arraign, 
Deem it beneath a Berne wile; 

And, judging with their infect eyes, 
View but a part, and then deny 
Th’ Erer nat Wispom of the fky. 


But can thy ken, prefumptuous Maw, 

Unfold this deep and wondrous plan ? 

As well might infec organs fee 

Th’ harmonious ftructutes rais’d by 
thee, 

As thine imperfect tube explore 

This wife and gracious fyftem o’er ; 


«« For in the grace that refcu’d man, 
God’s brighteft form of glory thines ; 
Here on the crofs ’ts faireft drawn, 
In precious blood, and crimion lines, 


Here his whole 
complete, 
Nor wit can guefs, nor reafon prove, 
Which of the letters bef is writ, 
The Power, the Wispom, or the 
Love.” SELECTED.* 


name appears 





EPHESIANS iv, 26, 
Be ye angry and jin not: let mot tbe 
fun go down upon your wrath, 


Let me lay my anger by, 
And bid my wrath be gone, 
Or from it let me rather fly, 
Before the fetting fun. 


Car comfort in my bofom reft 
When I in anger fpeak ? 

Let me with tendernefs be bleft ; 
Lord, make me truly meek. 


Left I fhould wear a falfe difguife, 
Or once malicious prove, 

© make me as the ferpent wile, 
Aad harmiefs as the dove. 


Still let me guard my heart with cares 
And ev’ry pailion curb, : 

Left pride fhould get dominion theres 
And fin my peace difturb. 





SONGS IN THE NIGHT. 





_e The Maffachufetis Miffionary Magazine will in 


future be 


publifbed by Mr. E-rxerzpce, in Charlefown, 


where fubfcribers may receive them. They may alfo be 


had, as ufual, at the flore 
Union-Sireet, Bo/ton. 


- «+ __— . 


of Mr. Gzorck ODIoRNE, 





